The Gurian Institute helps states and school districts
RACE TO THE TOP

States that receive Race to the Top funding (to be announced in April 2010) will be asked to institute a variety of reforms and the Gurian Institute can help. The Gurian Institute offers professional development to:

· Develop effective teachers and principals

· Turn around low-achieving schools

Since 1996, the Gurian Institute has been helping schools close achievement gaps. Our certified trainers have worked extensively with high-needs and Title I schools to bring about powerful instructional transformations and increased student achievement.

Success Stories – we have many! We’ve helped bring about significant changes in student achievement across the United States and abroad. Read our success stories here: http://www.gurianinstitute.com/succeedingschools.php.

For more information (and grant language) on funding Gurian Institute professional development, go to: 

http://www.gurianinstitute.com/Funding%20Professional%20Development%20to%20Close%20Achievement%20Gaps.pdf
To request a brochure describing a comprehensive continuum of professional development services, please email: don@gurianinstitute.com.

Check back here for updates on the Race to the Top application process.

Current Timelines:

	January 11, 2010
	State Fiscal Stabilization Fund Phase II application due (States that are not applying for Race to the Top Phase 1 may request an extension of the deadline)

	January 19, 2010
	Race to the Top Phase 1 applications due (Note that January 18th is a Federal Holiday—USPS will not be available.)

	April 2010
	Winners announced for Phase 1
Feedback provided to applicants who do not win

	June 1, 2010
	Race to the Top Phase 2 applications due.

	September 2010
	Winners announced for Race to the Top Phase 2


February 2010 Updates on Race to the Top:

40 states and the District of Columbia submitted applications to compete in Phase 1 of Race to the Top. Additionally, President Obama has announced plans to expand Race to the Top and request $1.35 billion for the program in his FY 2011 budget. 

Here is the list of states that submitted applications to compete in Phase 1 of Race to the Top. Winning states will be notified in April 2010:

· Alabama

· Arizona

· Arkansas

· California

· Colorado

· Connecticut

· Delaware

· DC

· Florida

· Georgia

· Hawaii

· Idaho

· Illinois

· Indiana

· Iowa

· Kansas

· Kentucky

· Louisiana

· Massachusetts

· Michigan

· Minnesota

· Missouri

· Nebraska

· New Hampshire

· New Jersey

· New Mexico

· New York

· North Carolina

· Ohio

· Oklahoma

· Oregon

· Pennsylvania

· Rhode Island

· South Carolina

· South Dakota

· Tennessee

· Utah

· Virginia

· West Virginia

· Wisconsin

· Wyoming

March 2010 Updates on Race to the Top:

The U.S. Department of Education named 16 finalists Thursday in the first round of its "Race to the Top" competition, which will deliver $4.35 billion in school reform grants.

Selected from a pool of 41 applicants are: Colorado, Delaware, the District of Columbia, Florida, Georgia, Illinois, Kentucky, Louisiana, Massachusetts, New York, North Carolina, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, South Carolina and Tennessee. The winners will be chosen in April, and a second round of applications accepted in June.

"These states are an example for the country of what is possible when adults come together to do the right thing for children," U.S. Secretary of Education Arne Duncan said.

The grants are designed to reward states that have adopted and will continue implementing innovative reforms to improve student performance.
March 29, 2010

U.S. Secretary of Education Arne Duncan announced today [March 29] that Delaware and Tennessee have won grants in the first phase of the Race to the Top competition.

"We received many strong proposals from states all across America, but two applications stood out above all others: Delaware and Tennessee," Duncan said in announcing the winners. "Both states have statewide buy-in for comprehensive plans to reform their schools. They have written new laws to support their policies. And they have demonstrated the courage, capacity, and commitment to turn their ideas into practices that can improve outcomes for students."

Delaware will receive approximately $100 million and Tennessee $500 million to implement their comprehensive school reform plans over the next four years. As with any federal grant program, budgets will be finalized after discussions between the grantees and the Department, and the money will be distributed over time as the grantees meet established benchmarks.

The U.S. Department of Education will have about $3.4 billion available for the second phase of the Race to the Top competition.

"We set a very high bar for the first phase," Duncan said. "With $3.4 billion still available, we're providing plenty of opportunity for all other states to develop plans and aggressively pursue reform."

The $4.35 billion Race to the Top Fund is an unprecedented federal investment in reform. The program includes $4 billion for statewide reform grants and $350 million to support states working together to improve the quality of their assessments. The Race to the Top state competition is designed to reward states that are leading the way in comprehensive, coherent, statewide education reform across four key areas:

 *   Adopting standards and assessments that prepare students to succeed in college and the workplace;

 *   Building data systems that measure student growth and success, and inform teachers and principals how to improve instruction;

 *   Recruiting, developing, rewarding, and retaining effective teachers and principals, especially where they are needed most; and

 *   Turning around their lowest-performing schools.

Forty states and the District of Columbia submitted applications for the first phase of grants. Delaware and Tennessee were selected from among 16 finalists who presented their proposals to panels of peer reviewers earlier this month.

The peer reviewers awarded the highest scores to Delaware and Tennessee. They awarded Delaware and Tennessee high marks for the commitment to reform from key stakeholders, including elected officials, teacher's union leaders, and business leaders. In both states, all school districts committed to implementing Race to the Top reforms. Delaware and Tennessee also have aggressive plans to improve teacher and principal evaluation, use data to inform instructional decisions, and turn around their lowest-performing schools. In addition, both states have put in place strong laws and policies to support their reform efforts.

Applications for Phase 2 of Race to the Top are due on June 1, 2010. To help states as they prepare their proposals and to continue the nationwide dialogue on education reform, the Department of Education has made all Phase 1 applications, peer reviewers' comments, and scores available on its website; videos of states' presentations will be posted next week.

The Department is making one change to the rules for the Phase 2 competition. To fund as many strong applications as possible, the Department of Education is requiring states' budgets to be within the ranges that were suggested in the original notice. Details are available on the Department's Web site and will appear in the Federal Register later this week.
July 27, 2010
Thirty-five states and the District of Columbia applied for the second round of Race to the Top. Including the 36 applications for the second round of Race to the Top, a total of 46 states and the District of Columbia applied for either the first or second rounds – or both.

The 19 finalists are: Arizona, California, Colorado, the District of Columbia, Florida, Georgia, Hawaii, Illinois, Kentucky, Louisiana, Maryland, Massachusetts, New Jersey, New York, North Carolina, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, and South Carolina.

While the work is being done by governors, superintendents, and teachers at the state and local levels, the federal government is supporting their work through Race to the Top and other reform programs, including the Investing in Innovation Fund, the Teacher Incentive Fund, the School Improvement Grants under Title I, and the federal charter school program.

Through all of these programs, the Department of Education will be distributing almost $10 billion to support reform in states and local communities.

Race to the Top's Next Steps

The 2nd round finalists chosen will travel to Washington during the week of Aug. 9 to present their plans to the peer reviewers who scored their applications. The Department intends to announce the winners of the competition in September.

Duncan acknowledged that not all of the finalists would be awarded grants from the almost $3.4 billion remaining in Race to the Top. President Obama has requested $1.35 billion for the program in the administration's fiscal 2011 budget.
August 24, 2010 Update on Race to the Top:

Winners of the Round 2 Awards include:
· District of Columbia: $75 million. Score: 450.0

· Florida: $700 million. Score: 452.4

· Georgia: $400 million. Score: 446.4 

· Hawaii: $75 million. Score: 462.4

· Maryland: $250 million. Score: 450.0

· Massachusetts: $250 million. Score: 471.0 

· New York: $700 million. Score: 464.8

· North Carolina: $400 million. Score: 441.6

· Ohio: $400 million. Score: 440.8

· Rhode Island: $75 million. Score: 451.2
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