In an e-mail dated December 22, 2009, Jarrod wrote:

Hi Michael and Kathy

Another successful year down, and I can't thank you enough for your input and support of our boys class. I am pleased to be taking my boys for another year. These boys have developed into such a trustworthy, strong learning team that I feel confident that they can achieve anything that they put their mind to.

With that said, I send this email to keep you in the loop! Our next big adventure is underway. The attached presentation was prepared by my students (except the bits undersigned by me). It will eventually be accompanied by a DVD presentation that my boys will present to businesses on quest for support. We are being very well supported by our local member for Parliament, who is training the boys to present their case.

Thanks again and have a great Christmas.

In an e-mail dated January 20, 2009, he wrote:

Hi Michael and Kathy,

As our 2009 school year is about to begin, I thought I would sent a quick update on where we are at this year. Our boys and girls classes are continuing with the same students and teachers and we are now adding a second boys class in our junior primary. It will be an exciting year ahead and we are really looking forward to sharing what we are doing. Please have a look at our blog. 

Thanks for your ongoing support.

In an e-mail dated November 4, 2009, he wrote:

Hi Michael and Kathy 

This are going really well. We are just rounding out our second year together as a boys class, and I will be taking the same group up as 6/7s next year. After working with some classes from the USA and New Zealand through our class blog, we've been invited to visit New Zealand at the end of next year. If we can fundraise enough, this will be a great way to celebrate our time as a class. You can see some of the interactions through the blog at http://web.me.com/jarrod.lamshed if you're interested. Check out the 'Haka at the Festival theatre' video to see my 'men' in action. Great boy stuff. I'm sure they'd love to see a comment from either of you. They are very familiar with your names! This year, we have used sections of 'Boys and Girls Learn Differently' with the boys as we delve deeper into 'learning about learning'. 

Our year 5/6 girls class is also staying together for another year, and are doing really well. The girls are thriving in this environment, and their confidence levels are skyrocketing.This year (I think I mentioned before) we began a year 2/3 boys class. These young men are also doing brilliantly and are continuing as a class next year, also with the same teacher. Because of the success we are seeing with the existing classes, we are expanding the program further next year. We will add a year 3 girls class and a year 4/5 boys class. 

On another topic... there has been quite a lot of good discussion about learning styles and single sex teaching on TWITTER. I'm not sure if either of you use this medium, but I think it's well worth exploring. There is a HUGE group of educators that participate in some great idea sharing. It's also a good way to make announcements to a large group of people on a regular basis. If you decide to give it a go, my Twitter username is jlamshed. I would be more than happy to start spreading the word!

Thanks again for your support

Jarrod Lamshed
http://web.me.com/jarrod.lamshed
